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Kirkland Performance Center Announces our 2007-2008 mUSIC PERFORMANCES

Come celebrate our 10th Anniversary!

Children of the Revolution -- August 18

Made up of virtuoso musicians, singers and dancers from around the world, Children of the Revolution blend their Flamenco, Greek, and Rock roots, creating a lush and melodic sound driven by infectious Latin and Middle-Eastern grooves.  Both world music aficionados and those new to the genre agree – Children of the Revolution puts on one of the most unifying and entertaining shows in the world.

The Hunt Family Fiddlers -- August 19

This family of nine performs Celtic, bluegrass, inspirational and popular tunes, offering a unique blend of diversity to every show. The Hunt Family Fiddlers are an award winning family of Irish step dancers, fiddlers and singers. They have performed in Scotland, opened three consecutive years for the Virginia Symphony and were held over at the Busch Gardens in Williamsburg, VA, for three seasons.  Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest. 

Persuasions -- September 23

From the street corners of the East Coast, to the premiere stage of the Eastside, the Persuasions have been delivering a capella innovation for 45 years. With a firm foundation of five-part harmony, this group takes on everything from Sam Cooke to Frank Zappa to U2. Don’t miss the KPC debut of this legendary group.
Diane Schuur w/ Dave Samuels and the Caribbean Jazz Project -- September 28 & 29

Jazz legend, two-time Grammy winner and Northwest favorite Diane Schuur makes her KPC debut with two stunning concerts. With her three and a half octave range, the Tacoma native will fill the theatre with her big, sophisticated sound. By turns sassy and graceful, Deedles’ vocals are always packed with self-assured, straight-ahead jazz greatness. She is joined by the Latin American jazz fusion of the Caribbean Jazz Project, led by world-renowned vibraphone and marimba virtuoso Dave Samuels.
TS Monk and Rachael Price -- October 19

Part of the Earshot Jazz Festival, this KPC premiere double-bill concert is a jazz lover’s dream: startling depth and maturity from the rich vocals of a young siren destined for jazz stardom followed by stomach-stirring swing from the hard-hitting heir and curator of America’s jazz legacy. First performing separately with their bands The Rachael Price Trio and the TS Monk Sextet, the drummer and the diva team up for a soulful final set guaranteed to get your pulse and your feet movin’.

Best Friends -- October 21

After many years of concertizing as individuals artists, Nancy Strand, Ruthanna Metzgar and Dorothy Anderson joined forces in 1999 to become Best Friends Trio, performing an incredibly varied palette of musical styles ranging from Broadway to Southern Gospel, music of the fabulous 40’s, nifty 50’s, and sensational 60’s, patriotic favorites,  traditional hymns and light contemporary gospel. 
Gene Bertoncini -- November 2

Gene Bertoncini has firmly established himself as one of the most eloquent and versatile masters of the unaccompanied acoustic jazz guitar. His total command of the instrument is intimate and powerful.  He weaves soft, seductive jazz arrangements that cherish the melodies and harmonies of great songs. KPC and the Seattle Jazz Guitar Society proudly bring this consummate artist to our stage as part of the Earshot Jazz Festival.

Uncle Bonsai -- November 17
Seattle folk-pop darlings Ashley O’Keefe, Arni Adler and Andrew Ratshin return for the sixth year with a concert filled with samurai-sharp lyrics, songs about a guy named Doug and ironic, quirky humor. 
Highland Heath & Holler -- November 30 and December 1

Featuring Martin Hayes, Dennis Cahill, Alasdair Fraser, Natalie Haas and Bruce Molsky. The masterful musicians of Highland, Heath and Holler celebrate the remarkable musical heritage of ballads, jigs, reels and rowdy tunes brought to southern Appalachia by Scottish and Irish settlers. These dazzling artists skillfully portray the joy and heartbreak steeped in their cultural traditions. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.

Steve Lippia in Simply Sinatra -- January 13, 2008
Sit back and close your eyes . . . imagine yourself at the Coconut Grove in the heyday of the Rat Pack . . . out comes Ol’ Blue Eyes. That’s the experience you’ll have when Steve Lippia takes the KPC stage in his show “Simply Sinatra.” Lippia is not only a nationally prominent, in-demand vocalist, he’s a vocal dead ringer for Frank Sinatra and has quickly established his place among the finest interpreters of “standards” and traditional pop music in the nation. Steve’s youthful, energetic talent and powerful show creates a perfect blend of “classic” with “today.”
Anonymous 4 in Long Time Traveling with Darol Anger and Scott Nygaard. -- January 25

Renowned for their unearthly vocal blend and virtuosic ensemble singing, the four women of Anonymous 4 combine musical, literary, and historical scholarship with contemporary performance intuition as they create ingeniously designed programs, interweaving music with poetry and narrative. Inspired by their runaway hit American Angels, they embark on another journey into Americana with special guests and master musicians Darol Anger and Scott Nygaard. The evening will feature their gorgeous sound wrapped around lyric folk songs, haunting ballads and spirited gospel hymns. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
Gaelic Storm -- February 22
You’ve heard them on the Titanic soundtrack, now come experience Gaelic Storm’s raucous sing-alongs, driving pipe sets and spirited fiddle tunes…enticing music that cajoles you to dance and dares you to stay in your seat! Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
The Vienna Boys Choir -- February 29
“A superb musical ensemble with clarion sound.” Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Join us for the KPC premiere of one the most recognized choral ensembles in the world. When centuries of musical tradition meet youthful exuberance, the result is nothing short of breathtaking. 
Samite -- March 1

"Samite wraps his warm voice around melodies that seem to rise up off the Ugandan plateau." Billboard
One of the most highly acclaimed flutists in East Africa, Samite's goal is to open peoples’ minds and hearts to the common threads of human concerns, conveying optimism through stories and song. 

Barrage -- March 2

Combine the power of an orchestra with the perpetual motion of Riverdance and the spark of Stomp and you get Barrage: a theatrical concert featuring six violins, two guitars, one drummer and a whole stage full of energy. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
Ladies of Slack Key Guitar -- March 14
Featuring Princess Owana Salazar, Cindy Combs and Brittni Paiva 
KPC welcomes the new breeze blowing from Hawaii with the Ladies of Slack Key Guitar taking center stage.  All are multiple Hoku Award winners (Hawaii’s equivalent of the Grammy), and represent the best of Hawaii’s proud tradition of female musicians.  

BlueStreet Jazz Voices -- March 21

The newest vocal jazz ensemble in Seattle, BlueStreet Jazz Voices performs fresh arrangements of jazz standards, lush ballads and the latest in contemporary jazz. This diverse group of local musicians has already sold out many of Seattle’s jazz venues.

Anoushka Shankar -- April 2-3 

A young artist with stunning musical maturity, Anoushka Shankar simultaneously reveres and surpasses her musical legacy as she coaxes spellbindingly spiritual sounds from her sitar. There’s no ignoring the power of her familial roots (father and sitar legend Ravi Shankar and blues siren Norah Jones), but there is also no denying that this talented young visionary is an innovator in her own right. Part of KPC’s East India Fest
Riders in the Sky  -- April 6 

With well over 5,000 performances under their collective cowboy belt, this multi-Grammy Award-winning Western music group makes their long-awaited return to KPC. Come experience the voices behind the Toy Story 2 soundtrack live on the KPC stage, joined on their 30th Anniversary Tour by the yodeling pyrotechnics of that Sinatra of the sagebrush, Sourdough Slim. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
Debashish Bhattacharya -- April 18
“You will likely never hear better acoustic slide playing than this.” Acoustic Guitar Magazine
Talent and discipline learned in his years as a child prodigy blend with an adventurous musical soul much the same way this world-renowned maestro blends east and west to create his unique music. Called the Master of the Hindustani Slide Guitar, Debashish will captivate you with charm and lightning fast fingers.
Bala Music & Dance -- April 25

International touring artist Aniruddha Knight and his ensemble of traditional musicians and vocalists will awaken your curiosity about the mysteries of south Indian dance. 

His include a suite of music and dance compositions, partly choreographed and partly performed extemporaneously. Funded in part by the National Dance Project of the New England Foundation for the Arts.

Anthony Kearns  -- May 9

You’ve seen him on PBS, now see him at KPC! Best known as a member of the highly successful trio The Irish Tenors, this gifted vocalist is also a stunning solo performer. Born in Kiltealy, Ireland, Anthony brings an impressive intensity to every note he sings, whether performing Irish standards or Italian arias. Come treat yourself to an evening of live vocal acrobatics and let the passion and power of his sublime singing vibrate through you.
El Vez  -- May 10 
Direct from Graciasland, don’t miss the KPC debut of the spiritual love child of Charo and Elvis. A frequent solo performer at Seattle’s Teatro Zinzanni, El Vez comes to the Eastside with his band and his back up singers, the El Vettes. El Vez provides the ultimate Mexican Elvis experience, complete with white jumpsuit and salsa hot hits such as: "En el Barrio," "Immigration Time" and "You Ain't Nothing But a Chihuahua.”

Freda Payne A Tribute to Ella Fitzgerald  -- May 24 

Celebrated R&B and jazz vocalist Freda Payne shot to fame with her #1 Hit, “Band of Gold.” Join her at KPC as she pays tribute to the legendary Ella Fitzgerald, as no one else can.  The star of such Broadway shows as Jelly’s Last Jam, Sophisticated Ladies and Blues in the Night, Freda “conjures the spirit of Ella” with her renditions of “A-Tisket, a-Tasket,” “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “It Don’t Mean a Thing.” and “Mack the Knife,” as well as many other Fitzgerald classics.
Bobby McFerrin -- June 6-7

Bobby McFerrin is one of the natural wonders of the music world. A ten-time Grammy Award winner with a four-octave range, he is one of the world's best-known vocal innovators and improvisers, a world-renowned classical conductor, the creator of "Don't Worry Be Happy", one of the most popular songs of the late 20th century, and a passionate spokesman for music education. His recordings have sold over 20 million copies, and his collaborations -  including those with Yo-Yo Ma, Chick Corea, the Vienna Philharmonic, and Herbie Hancock - have established him as an ambassador of both the classical and jazz worlds. 

For more information, visit www.kpcenter.org
About Kirkland Performance Center

Kirkland Performance Center provides cultural enrichment by offering a home for the presentation, support and promotion of the performing arts. Located in downtown Kirkland, this 402-seat theatre hosts more than 250 music, theatre and dance performances each year from acclaimed regional, national and international artists. In addition to presenting performing arts, KPC conducts educational outreach programs through “A World of Arts”, a program designed to bring visiting artists into the classrooms for in-depth workshops. KPC also hosts a variety of community programs, including the King County Library Lecture Series and “Kids-at-Play,” an opportunity for students to perform in a professional setting at KPC. For more information and to review upcoming performances, please visit www.kpcenter.org.

The 2007-2008 Season is made possible in part by 4Culture,ArtsFund, The Boeing Company, Healthcare, The Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, The Seattle Foundation, Washington State Arts Commission, Woodmark Hotel on Lake Washington and generous support from the City of Kirkland.

Additional support provided by: Aegis Living & Aegis Lodge, Banner Bank, Conover Insurance, Cottage Lake Family Dentistry, Direct Mailing Solutions, Frontier Bank, Livengood, Fitzgerald & Alskog, Howard/Mandville Gallery, Klevens Captial Management, Lee Johnson Chevrolet Mazda, Montero Productions, National Endowment for the Arts, New England Foundation for the Arts, Madison House Northwest Aerials Gymnastics & Dance, Oasis,Poncho, Software 21,Standing Ovation, Sterling Savings Bank, Univar USA, Vander Hoek Windows and Doors, Waste Management, Wells Fargo Investments, WESTAF, and Woodinville Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery.

