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Kirkland Performance Center Announces our 2007-2008 Season
Come celebrate our 10th Anniversary! 

Kirkland Performance Center’s 2007-2008 Season keeps delivering on our promise to bring the Eastside bigger names – the sensational Bobby McFerrin, the world renowned Vienna Boys Choir, the unforgettable Moscow Circus, Northwest jazz icon Diane Schuur, Last Comic Standing winner Josh Blue among others - and more of them – 43 Presented Artists in all! 
Since opening in 1998, KPC has hosted more than 2,500 events seen by more than 650,000 patrons.  Known throughout the region for offering the broadest possible range of artists and artistic genres, the 10th Anniversary Season backs up that reputation by presenting classical, world, jazz and popular music, stand up comedy, musical revues, world, tap and contemporary dance, theatre in several forms and a whole host of other performances.  

To follow up on the success of the 2006-07 Season’s “Art of the Guitar Series,” KPC will present “Fiddlefest” during the 10th Anniversary Season, with seven concerts throughout the year featuring world class fiddlers in a variety of styles from Ireland, Scotland, Canada, and the U.S.   In March, a mini-fest of three East Indian Artists will be featured including two special concerts by sitar-master Anoushka Shankar.

The 2007-08 Season includes:
Hot August Concert: Forgive Durden, A Chance Without & Lizzie Huffman – August 10
Three of the hottest bands on the Eastside come together for an all-ages summer concert.  Known for haunting the local teen centers and clubs, this trio of artists come together to do an acoustic set on the KPC stage.  Headlining the night is Forgive Durden, with A Chance Without and singer-songwriter Lizzie Huffman opening this awesome event.

Children of the Revolution -- August 18

Made up of virtuoso musicians, singers and dancers from around the world, Children of the Revolution blend their Flamenco, Greek, and Rock roots, creating a lush and melodic sound driven by infectious Latin and Middle-Eastern grooves.  Both world music aficionados and those new to the genre agree – Children of the Revolution puts on one of the most unifying and entertaining shows in the world.

The Hunt Family Fiddlers -- August 19

This family of nine performs Celtic, bluegrass, inspirational and popular tunes, offering a unique blend of diversity to every show. The Hunt Family Fiddlers are an award winning family of Irish step dancers, fiddlers and singers. They have performed in Scotland, opened three consecutive years for the Virginia Symphony and were held over at the Busch Gardens in Williamsburg, VA, for three seasons.  Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest. 

Rob Becker’s Defending the Caveman -- September 19-22
KPC is proud to be the new exclusive Seattle area home for the longest running solo play in Broadway history. For 16 years, this wildly popular comedy has been credited with promoting peace talks in the ongoing gender wars. Defending the Caveman mines the common themes in relationships that go straight to the funny bone.
The Persuasions -- September 23

From the street corners of the East Coast, to the premiere stage of the Eastside, The Persuasions have been delivering a capella innovation for 45 years. With a firm foundation of five-part harmony, this group takes on everything from Sam Cooke to Frank Zappa to U2. Don’t miss the KPC debut of this legendary group.
Diane Schuur w/ Dave Samuels and the Caribbean Jazz Project -- September 28 & 29

Jazz legend, two-time Grammy winner and Northwest favorite Diane Schuur makes her KPC debut with two stunning concerts. With her three and a half octave range, the Tacoma native will fill the theatre with her big, sophisticated sound. She is joined by the Latin American jazz fusion of the Caribbean Jazz Project, led by world-renowned vibraphone and marimba virtuoso Dave Samuels.
Charlie Varon's Rush Limbaugh in Night School -- October 12

In this one man tour-de-force comedy, Charlie Varon imagines a farcical world where Rush Limbaugh, fearful that he is losing a radio ratings battle to a Latino rival, signs up for a Spanish class in Greenwich Village. He attends incognito and falls in love with a woman who was once a member of the Weather Underground. Varon plays Limbaugh, his left-wing girlfriend and 20 other characters in this convoluted tale.

Four Slices of Wry -- October 13
Four shows in one: Jazz Humorist Jay Leonhart's hip solo show "The Bass Lesson" Ann Randolph’s compelling, comical “Squeeze Box,” Singing Political Satirist Roy Zimmerman's "Faulty Intelligence," and Carla Zilbersmith’s multi-character comic gem “Wedding Singer Blues.” Biting, musical, vibrant and funny, these brilliant solo artists serve up a veritable buffet of the hottest in comedy: part stand-up, part performance piece, all wickedly entertaining.

TS Monk and Rachael Price -- October 19

Part of the Earshot Jazz Festival, this KPC premiere double-bill concert is a jazz lover’s dream: startling depth and maturity from the rich vocals of a young siren destined for jazz stardom followed by stomach-stirring swing from the hard-hitting heir and curator of America’s jazz legacy. First performing separately with their bands The Rachael Price Trio and the TS Monk Sextet, the drummer and the diva team up for a soulful final set guaranteed to get your pulse and your feet movin’.

Captain Smartypants Power Pants -- October 20

Captain Smartypants saves the world, (again) in their action-packed new show PowerPants! You’ll marvel at the mystical powers of The Mermanator, Kitty Cat Girl and Sensible Man! You’ll thrill as they do battle with their arch-nemesis Doctor Killjoy! You’ll wonder how so many songs and laughs could possibly be packed into one evening!

Best Friends -- October 21

After many years of concertizing as individuals artists, Nancy Strand, Ruthanna Metzgar and Dorothy Anderson joined forces in 1999 to become Best Friends Trio, performing an incredibly varied palette of musical styles ranging from Broadway to Southern Gospel, music of the fabulous 40’s, nifty 50’s, and sensational 60’s, patriotic favorites,  traditional hymns and light contemporary gospel. 
Gene Bertoncini -- November 2

Gene Bertoncini has firmly established himself as one of the most eloquent and versatile masters of the unaccompanied acoustic jazz guitar. His total command of the instrument is intimate and powerful.  He weaves soft, seductive jazz arrangements that cherish the melodies and harmonies of great songs. KPC and the Seattle Jazz Guitar Society proudly bring this consummate artist to our stage as part of the Earshot Jazz Festival.
Carmona Flamenco -- November 9

In the large tablaos (cabarets) of Madrid and Sevilla, flamenco shows feature both a large cuadro (flamenco group) with group numbers and a small cuadro of soloists that perform the atraciones (attractions – featured soloists only).  Carmona Flamenco has taken these attractions and modified them to feature the distillation of contemporary flamenco: the song, dance, guitar and cajon (percussion).
Seattle Opera Young Artists Program in Trouble in Tahiti by Leonard Bernstein, and Rita (A Marital Comedy) by Gaetano Donizetti -- November 10
Seattle Opera’s Young Artists Program is designed to help emerging singers further their opera careers by providing intensive training, coaching, and performance opportunities.  Catch these rising stars in a delightful evening of opera at KPC. 
Uncle Bonsai -- November 17
Seattle folk-pop darlings Ashley O’Keefe, Arni Adler and Andrew Ratshin return for the sixth year with a concert filled with samurai-sharp lyrics, songs about a guy named Doug and ironic, quirky humor. 
Sister’s Christmas Catechism -- November 24-26 

The Sister of Late Night Catechism is back at KPC by popular demand to share the greatest story never told: The Mystery of The Magi’s Gold. After a Thanksgiving stuffed with food and family, bring your cameras and loved ones to the show so you can catch them participating onstage in the audience-cast living nativity. Be sure to get your tickets early because you don’t want to let Sister catch you coming in late!

Highland Heath & Holler -- November 30 and December 1

Featuring Martin Hayes, Dennis Cahill, Alasdair Fraser, Natalie Haas and Bruce Molsky: The masterful musicians of Highland, Heath and Holler celebrate the remarkable musical heritage of ballads, jigs, reels and rowdy tunes brought to southern Appalachia by Scottish and Irish settlers. These dazzling artists skillfully portray the joy and heartbreak steeped in their cultural traditions. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.

Santaland Diaries -- December 15

Strap on your pointy snowshoes, sharpen those candy canes and join us for this locally produced rendition of David Sedaris’ Santaland Diaries. A sardonic, merrily subversive tale, Sedaris' humorous and acerbic account of working as an elf at Macy's in Manhattan has become an 'anti-holiday' cult classic. 

GALUMPHA -- December 16

"You'll be forgiven if you have no idea what Galumpha is. Is it dance? Theater? Comedy? Yes, yes and yes." Daily Review Online
The three performers of Galumpha create a striking feast of dynamic sculpture fit for the whole family. Each piece is drawn together into a seamless whole by their hilariously inventive choreography. Highlights of their work include “Velcro” as seen on The Late Show with David Letterman and “Clackers,” seen on MTV.
Steve Lippia in Simply Sinatra -- January 13

Sit back and close your eyes . . . imagine yourself at the Coconut Grove in the heyday of the Rat Pack . . . out comes Ol’ Blue Eyes. That’s the experience you’ll have when Steve Lippia takes the KPC stage in his show “Simply Sinatra.” Lippia is not only a nationally prominent, in-demand vocalist, he’s a vocal dead ringer for Frank Sinatra and has quickly established his place among the finest interpreters of “standards” and traditional pop music. 
Anonymous 4 in Long Time Traveling with Darol Anger and Scott Nygaard. -- January 25

Renowned for their unearthly vocal blend and virtuosic ensemble singing, the four women of Anonymous 4 combine musical, literary, and historical scholarship with contemporary performance intuition as they create ingeniously designed programs, interweaving music with poetry and narrative. Inspired by their runaway hit American Angels, they embark on another journey into Americana with special guests and master musicians Darol Anger and Scott Nygaard. The evening will feature their gorgeous sound wrapped around lyric folk songs, haunting ballads and spirited gospel hymns. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
Josh Blue -- February 2
Comedian, artist, soccer player and the triumphant winner of Last Comic Standing 4 Josh Blue makes his KPC debut this February. Blue got his start in comedy doing open-mic sets while attending The Evergreen State College where audiences reacted enthusiastically to his self-deprecating humor. . .we think you will too!
Moscow Circus -- February 11-13
With its rich tradition and enviable reputation, The Moscow Circus® continues to be the standard by which all other circuses are judged. KPC’s proscenium stage will allow the audience to experience one of the crown jewels of Russia’s rich cultural heritage in an unusually intimate setting; an entertainment that can only be created by some of the greatest clowns, jugglers and acrobats on earth. 

Cashore Marionettes in Simple Gifts -- February 16

The Cashore Marionettes redefine the art of puppetry in their production Simple Gifts. The program, Simple Gifts, is a series of touching portrayals and poignant scenes from everyday life set to stunning music by such composers as Vivaldi, Strauss, Beethoven and Copland. These original vignettes provide a sensitive vision of what it is to be human.  The performance spans a range of emotions with characters and actions that are amazingly convincing.
Tapestry Dance Company in The Souls of Our Feet -- February 17
This fast paced collection of footwork restages the best of rhythm tap masterpieces from Fred Astaire & Eleanor Powell to The Nicholas Brothers as well as contemporary works of living masters. This one-of-a-kind concert brings swingin' jazz and 18 feet keeping time to the pulse of this wonderful and indigenous American artform.
Gaelic Storm -- February 22
You’ve heard them on the Titanic soundtrack, now come experience Gaelic Storm’s raucous sing-alongs, driving pipe sets and spirited fiddle tunes.  Gaelic Storm routinely breaks attendance records, pushing their popularity into the mainstream music consciousness. From selling out venues such as the House of Blues in Chicago to breaking the attendance record previously set by Alan Jackson at the Albuquerque Bio-Park, Gaelic Storms live performances are becoming legendary! Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
The Vienna Boys Choir -- February 29
“A superb musical ensemble with clarion sound.” Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Join us for the KPC premiere of one the most recognized choral ensembles in the world. When centuries of musical tradition meet youthful exuberance, the result is nothing short of breathtaking. 
Samite -- March 1
"Samite wraps his warm voice around melodies that seem to rise up off the Ugandan plateau." Billboard.  One of the most highly acclaimed flutists in East Africa, Samite's goal is to open peoples’ minds and hearts to the common threads of human concerns, conveying optimism through stories and song. 

Barrage -- March 2
Combine the power of an orchestra with the perpetual motion of Riverdance and the spark of Stomp and you get Barrage: a theatrical concert featuring six violins, two guitars, one drummer and a whole stage full of energy. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
Seattle Shakespeare Company’s -- The Miser -- March 6-8 
Monsieur Harpagon is a skinflint’s skinflint. Through silly scheming, bamboozling banter, and disguises, everyone in Harpagon’s household tries to pry either a lover or a fortune from the greedy geezer’s grasp.  Todd Jefferson Moore plays the hapless cheapskate in Moliere’s classic comedy.
Bellydance Superstars -- March 10-11

Feminine mystique combines with in-your-face sensuality in the mesmerizing art of bellydance. From the second stage at Lollapalooza in 2003, to thousands of classrooms across the U.S., in venues from London to L.A., the Bellydance Superstars have become an international sensation, successfully translating this ancient art into a 21st Century phenomenon.
Ladies of Slack Key Guitar -- March 14
Featuring Princess Owana Salazar, Cindy Combs and Brittni Paiva 
KPC welcomes the new breeze blowing from Hawaii with the Ladies of Slack Key Guitar taking center stage.  All are multiple Hoku Award winners (Hawaii’s equivalent of the Grammy), and represent the best of Hawaii’s proud tradition of female musicians.  

BlueStreet Jazz Voices -- March 21

The newest vocal jazz ensemble in Seattle, BlueStreet Jazz Voices performs fresh arrangements of jazz standards, lush ballads and the latest in contemporary jazz. This diverse group of local musicians has already sold out many of Seattle’s jazz venues.

KPC Musical – Oliver! -- March 28-30
Consider Yourself invited to Oliver!  Charles Dickens' tale of an orphan boy who runs away from the orphanage and hooks up with a gang of pickpockets in London will warm your heart.  Will Oliver Pick a Pocket or Two for life?  We know you'll Be Back Soon to find out!
Anoushka Shankar -- April 2-3 

A young artist with stunning musical maturity, Anoushka Shankar simultaneously reveres and surpasses her musical legacy as she coaxes spellbindingly spiritual sounds from her sitar. There’s no ignoring the power of her familial roots (father and sitar legend Ravi Shankar and blues siren Norah Jones), but there is also no denying that this talented young visionary is an innovator in her own right. Part of KPC’s East India Fest
Riders in the Sky -- April 6 
With well over 5,000 performances under their collective cowboy belt, this multi-Grammy Award-winning Western music group makes their long-awaited return to KPC. Come experience the voices behind the Toy Story 2 soundtrack live on the KPC stage, joined on their 30th Anniversary Tour by the yodeling pyrotechnics of that Sinatra of the sagebrush, Sourdough Slim. Part of KPC’s Fiddlefest.
Diane Ferlatte -- April 12

Embracing her role as a traditional preserver of folk history, culture, and values, storyteller Diane Ferlatte weaves tales from many cultures. With a repertoire of hundreds of stories and songs, Diane’s folk-tales, fables, legends, and personal reflections will brings scores of smiles to audiences members of all ages. 
Debashish Bhattacharya -- April 18

Talent and discipline learned in his years as a child prodigy blend with an adventurous musical soul much the same way this world-renowned maestro blends east and west to create his unique music. Called the Master of the Hindustani Slide Guitar, Debashish will captivate you with charm and lightning fast fingers. Part of KPC’s East India Fest
Bala Music & Dance -- April 25

International touring artist Aniruddha Knight and his ensemble of traditional musicians and vocalists will awaken your curiosity about the mysteries of south Indian dance. 

His performance includes a suite of music and dance compositions, partly choreographed and partly performed extemporaneously. Part of KPC’s East India Fest
Omaha Theatre Company’s Old Yeller -- April 28

Travis has more than one lesson to learn when a mangy one-eared yellow mutt wanders onto his family’s farm. He learns about trust, friendship and loyalty and, ultimately, how to let go. The Omaha Theatre Company brings this beloved bittersweet story to life through music, puppets and theatrical magic. You remember the classic tale from your childhood; now share it with the young ones in your life.
Anthony Kearns -- May 9

Best known as a member of the highly successful trio The Irish Tenors, this gifted vocalist is also a stunning solo performer. Born in Kiltealy, Ireland, Anthony brings an impressive intensity to every note he sings, whether performing Irish standards or Italian arias. 
El Vez -- May 10 
Direct from Graciasland, don’t miss the KPC debut of the spiritual love child of Charo and Elvis. A frequent solo performer at Seattle’s Teatro Zinzanni, El Vez comes to the Eastside with his band and his back up singers, the El Vettes. El Vez provides the ultimate Mexican Elvis experience, complete with white jumpsuit and salsa hot hits such as: "En el Barrio," "Immigration Time" and "You Ain't Nothing But a Chihuahua.”

Freda Payne A Tribute to Ella Fitzgerald -- May 24 

Celebrated R&B and jazz vocalist Freda Payne shot to fame with her #1 Hit, “Band of Gold.” Join her at KPC as she pays tribute to the legendary Ella Fitzgerald as no one else can.  Freda “conjures the spirit of Ella” with her renditions of “A-Tisket, a-Tasket,” “Sweet Georgia Brown,” “It Don’t Mean a Thing,” and “Mack the Knife,” as well as many other Fitzgerald classics.
Bobby McFerrin -- June 6-7
Bobby McFerrin is one of the natural wonders of the music world. A ten-time Grammy Award winner with a four-octave range, he is one of the world's best-known vocal innovators and improvisers, a world-renowned classical conductor, the creator of "Don't Worry Be Happy," one of the most popular songs of the late 20th century, and a passionate spokesman for music education. His recordings have sold over 20 million copies, and his collaborations - including those with Yo-Yo Ma, Chick Corea, the Vienna Philharmonic, and Herbie Hancock - have established him as an ambassador of both the classical and jazz worlds. 

KPC is also proud to include as part of our season a myriad of performances by our locally based producing partners. 

StoryBook Theater, Lyric Light Opera, Keith Highlanders Pipe Band,  International Ballet Theatre, The Comedy Underground, Master Chorus Eastside, Bronn Journey, Bellevue Philharmonic Orchestra, Showtunes! Theatre Company, Washington Wind Symphony, Twisted Fiddle Music, Jim French Productions and Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra all play an integral part in the vast array of companies and artistic genres that will be found on our stage.


For more information, visit www.kpcenter.org
About Kirkland Performance Center

Kirkland Performance Center provides cultural enrichment by offering a home for the presentation, support and promotion of the performing arts. Located in downtown Kirkland, this 402-seat theatre hosts more than 250 music, theatre and dance performances each year from acclaimed regional, national and international artists. In addition to presenting performing arts, KPC conducts educational outreach programs through “A World of Arts,” a program designed to bring visiting artists into the classrooms for in-depth workshops. KPC also hosts a variety of community programs, including the King County Library Lecture Series and “Kids-at-Play,” an opportunity for students to perform in a professional setting at KPC. For more information and to review upcoming performances, please visit www.kpcenter.org.

The 2007-2008 Season is made possible in part by 4Culture,ArtsFund, The Boeing Company, Healthcare, The Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, The Seattle Foundation, Washington State Arts Commission, Woodmark Hotel on Lake Washington and generous support from the City of Kirkland.

Additional support provided by: Aegis Living & Aegis Lodge, Banner Bank, Conover Insurance, Cottage Lake Family Dentistry, Direct Mailing Solutions, Frontier Bank, Livengood, Fitzgerald & Alskog, Howard/Mandville Gallery, Klevens Captial Management, KUOW,Lee Johnson Chevrolet Mazda, Montero Productions, National Endowment for the Arts, New England Foundation for the Arts, Madison House Northwest Aerials Gymnastics & Dance, Oasis, Software 21,Standing Ovation, Sterling Savings Bank, Univar USA, Vander Hoek Windows and Doors, Waste Management, Wells Fargo Investments, WESTAF, and Woodinville Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery.
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