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Music-Filled Month at Kirkland Performance Center

With a Short Film Fest Tossed in for Fun!

Carmen Souza
Cape Verdean/World/Jazz
9/25, 7:30pm
Manhattan Short Film Festival
Your VOTE counts!
10/1, 5pm & 8pm

Antonio Zambujo
Portuguese Fado
10/7, 7:30 pm

Tommy Dorsey Orchestra
Big Band
10/20, 7:30 pm

Evan Flory-Barnes
Jazz/Hip-Hop/Classical!
10/22, 8 pm

Jesse Cook
World Music
10/30, 6pm & 8:30pm

KIRKLAND, WA –Music acts from around the globe dominate the Fall schedule at the Kirkland Performance Center (KPC); coincidentally, the first two musicians both hail from Portugal. Portuguese-born, but of Cape Verdean descent, Carmen Souza was just added to the KPC schedule last week. She pushes the limits of what constitutes Creole, Cape Verdean, World Music and Jazz; her singular vocal approach and courageous musical choices have earned her pairing with singers like Billie Holiday.  Two short weeks after Carmen’s appearance, Antonio Zambujo brings his unique presentation of Portuguese urban folk music, also known as Fado, to the KPC stage. New to KPC this season is the addition of film. The Manhattan Short Film Festival is the only non-music event scheduled before the holiday season. In one carefully choreographed week, over 100,000 people from as far away as Perth, Buenos Aires and Kathmandu will vote on 10 short films to select one winner! Performances by the world famous Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, a remounting of the highly acclaimed 2009 Seattle Town Hall performance, Acknowledgement of a Celebration by local conductor Evan Flory-Barnes and a visit by the international music phenom Jesse Cook round out the music-filled month of October. Tickets to all shows, including early November and Holiday shows are on sale now. The complete list of 2011-2012 Season shows is at www.kpcenter.org.

Carmen Souza  September 25, 7:30pm - Tickets $15
Lisbon-born of Cape Verdean descent, vocalist/guitarist Carmen Souza is a true world music artist with a seamless blend of influences including African, Latin, American jazz and Cape Verdean music. The tiny island of Cape Verde is well known for a plethora of great singers including the great Cesaria Evora, Sara Tavares, Lura, and you can certainly add Souza to this growing list. Her expressive voice whispers with a sexy huskiness and soars with soul and rhythm. Souza is an artist in command of her wonderful musical gifts backed by a fine ensemble that performs sunny African rhythms, vibrant Latin soul firmly rooted in the jazz tradition with impeccable phrasing and adventurous exploration.

Manhattan Short Film Festival October 1, 5:00 pm & 8:00pm - Tickets $12
Out of 598 entries received from 48 countries around the world, MANHATTAN SHORT selected 10 amazing short films as finalists. Festival organizers describe this as the “United Nations of Film Festivals” and these short films will not only entertain a global audience but will be judged by them as well. In one week, over 100,000 people from countries as far reaching as Russia, Argentina, Australia and Nepal will come together to view and vote on these 10 films. Filmgoers will be handed a voting card upon entry and asked to vote for the one film they feel should win. Votes are tallied at each participating cinema and submitted to festival headquarters in New York City. The winner will be announced in NYC and posted online Sunday, October 2nd at 10:00pm. Past finalists have achieved the ultimate in recognition by being nominated and even winning the Oscar in the short film category. 
2011 finalists are:
"Incident By A Bank" (Ruben Ostlund) Sweden

"Sexting" (Neil LaBute) USA

"DIK": (Christopher Stollery) Australia

"The Forest" (György Mór) Hungary

"Mak" (Geraldine Zosso) Switzerland

"A Doctors Job" (Julio Ramos) Peru

'I Love Luci" (Colin Kennedy) Scotland

"David & Goliath" (George Zaverdas) USA

"The Legend of Beaver Dam" (Jerome Sable) Canada

"Martyr Friday" (Abu Bakr Shawky) Egypt

António Zambujo October 7, 7:30pm – Tickets $22-$25

António Zambujo blends Fado, the urban folk music of Portugal, with jazz improvisations and Brazilian grooves. The word for a singular performer of Fado is a fadista, and Zambujo’s smooth and elegant sound has propelled him to the modern vanguard of his field. Fado is the great urban musical tradition of Portugal.  At once sorrowful and soulful, tender and sad, Fado is unmistakably the music of a nation of sailors and often deals with themes of departure, destiny, and the almost-untranslatable saudade, a poignant and nostalgic sense of longing. Traditional Fado combines soaring and expressive vocals with Portugese guitar. FREE Portugese Wine Tasting 6:30 pm.
The Tommy Dorsey Orchestra  October 20, 7:30pm - Tickets $32-$35
In Big Band history, The Tommy Dorsey Orchestra is recognized as one of the best all-around. Tommy Dorsey, “The Sentimental Gentleman of Swing”, was a master at creating warm, sentimental, and always musical moods – at superb dancing and listening tempos. Nick Hilscher, a young veteran of big band experience, helms the baton in this lively, upbeat, not-soon-to-be-forgotten performance.
Evan Flory-Barnes Acknowledgement of a Celebration October 22, 8:00pm - Tickets $22-$25
This Seattle bassist and composer presents a fusion of jazz, hip-hop, and classical music. This large chamber work, a snapshot of the abundance of inspiration that can thread artistic mediums together, features 35 musicians and 10 dancers set to Flory-Barnes' new compositions. Evan is known for his buoyant swing, cold grooves, blistering solos and inventive bow playing. He is a bass player, composer, barista and the undisputed “mayor of the U District.”

Jesse Cook October 30, 6:00 & 8:30 pm Tickets: $37 - $42
Jesse Cook began his amazing career in 1994. A year later, he released his debut album and was quickly propelled into the limelight just as world music gained broader acceptance. His astounding chops, sultry rhythms, and undeniable stage flair combined to make Cook one of the stars of the genre. Since then, he has become an international phenomenon, performing legendary live shows across the globe.

About Kirkland Performance Center. KPC provides cultural enrichment by offering a home for the presentation, support and promotion of the performing arts. Located in downtown Kirkland, this 402-seat theatre hosts an average of 300 music, theatre and family-oriented performances a year from acclaimed regional, national and international artists. With an annual operating budget of $1.2 million KPC serves more than 70,000 patrons and over 20,000 students each year. Since opening in 1998 over 800,000 patrons have walked through KPC’s doors. In addition to presenting performing arts, KPC conducts a variety of educational and community outreach programs at area schools. These are designed to bring visiting artists into the classrooms for in-depth workshops. KPC also grants students the opportunity to perform in a professional setting on the KPC stage.

The 2010-2011 Season is made possible in part by 4Culture, The Seattle Foundation, Washington State Arts Commission, Microsoft Corporation, Evergreen Healthcare, the Heathman Hotel, Woodmark Hotel on Lake Washington, The Norcliffe Foundation, and generous support from the City of Kirkland.
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