FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 15, 2012
CONTACT:
Jennifer Rice, Rice Public Relations LLC

Rice1234@yahoo.com; (206) 285-5175

Jennifer Bassman, Marketing Director

jenn@kpcenter.org; (425) 828-0422 x 224

General Info: http://www.kpcenter.org/
Press Photos: http://www.kpcenter.org/content/press

Tickets: (425) 893-9900; http://www.kpcenter.org/
Strings This Spring at Kirkland Performance Center. 

Guitars and More! 
Singer/Songwriter Nellie McKay Brings NW Premiere of “I Want to Live!”

Guitar Republic
Acoustic Guitar
3/2, 7:30pm
Nellie McKay: I Want to Live!
Musical Bio/Cabaret
3/3, 8pm

The Four Freshmen
Popular Amer. Standards
3/12, 7:30pm
Khambatta Dance: India Calling
Contemporary Dance
3/16, 7:30 pm

Kyle Eastwood
Jazz / Bass & Guitar
4/7, 8pm

Bombino
North African Guitar
4/24, 7:30 pm

New West Guitar Group
Acoustic & Electric Guitar
4/28, 8 pm

Carpe Diem with Willy Porter
String Quartet w/ Guitar/Vocal
5/25, 7:30pm

KIRKLAND, WA – A plethora of guitar musicians from around the globe descend on KPC this Spring, and Nellie McKay brings her new film noir musical biography, “I Want to Live!,” about the life of Barbara Graham, for its Northwest premiere.  Live music abounds and is also a significant part of KPC’s Spring dance offering: Khambatta Dance’s world premiere, “India Calling.” It features a newly commissioned musical piece and the dance component will prove especially moving for those with cross cultural roots.
Guitar Republic March 2, 7:30 pm - Tickets $30-$35
Italy's three most successful solo guitarists unite to explore new musical territory. Pino Forastiere, Stefano Barone and Sergio Altamura slam, bang, and pluck their instruments like no other guitarists can, creating concert experiences that have been praised the world over. What they do together explodes the guitar ensemble concept.
http://www.myspace.com/guitarrepublic
Nellie McKay: I Want to Live! March 3, 8:00pm – Tickets $27-$30
Nellie McKay is hard to categorize. She’s done Brecht on Broadway, opened for Lou Reed at Carnegie Hall, sung Woody Allen movie songs at the Hollywood Bowl, performed on A Prairie Home Companion, duetted with Eartha Kitt and Triumph The Insult Comic Dog, played Hilary Swank’s sister on the big screen, paid tribute to Doris Day, and released three wildly acclaimed albums of original music. Her music is as tuneful and clever as the best of the Great American Songbook—part cabaret, part sparkly pop. But beneath the charming melodic surface is a wit that cuts, and a sharply tuned social conscience. She comes to KPC to perform a brilliant, zany film-noir musical biography of Barbara Graham titled "I Want to Live!" http://www.nelliemckay.com/
The Four Freshmen March 12, 7:30pm - Tickets $24-$27
Now in their 62nd year of performance The Four Freshmen continue to bring their unique brand of vocal harmony to audiences worldwide. The legendary sound that began in 1948 with Bob, Don, Ross and Hal continues on in the 21st century... Whether performing with a full symphonic orchestra, in front of a big band, or playing self-contained, their unmistakable sound continues to thrill audiences all over the world. http://www.4freshmen.com/
Khambatta Dance Company: India Calling  March 16, 7:30pm - Tickets $15-$20
Choreographer Cyrus Khambatta lived most of his life without his father. Upon meeting him again after many years, Khambatta was stunned to discover that their gestures, posture, and mannerisms were almost identical. This world premiere explores the ways that our ancestral cultures are built into our very bodies and what it means to be your father’s son. Features new music by composer Michelle Kinney and veena player Nirmala Rajasekar
http://www.phffft.org/
Kyle Eastwood April 7, 8:00 pm Tickets: $36-$40
Bassist and composer Kyle Eastwood performs music that resonates with swing, groove and funk overtones. His childhood had jazz as its soundtrack and his father, actor and director Clint Eastwood, introduced him to the joys of the bass line while teaching him boogie-woogie piano. He performs a stylish set featuring new material from his forthcoming album. http://www.kyleeastwood.com/
Bombino April 24, 7:30 pm Tickets: $16  ** JUST ANNOUNCED **
Bombino is a powerful, hypnotic vocalist whose guitar playing has earned him comparisons to the likes of Jimmy Page, Jimi Hendrix and Jerry Garcia.  His engaging brand of Saharan rock gives profound insight into the history and politics of the region, demonstrating the importance of music in connecting cultures around the globe.
http://www.bambinoafrica.com
New West Guitar Group April 28, 8:00 pm Tickets: $22-$25
Featuring three young guitar virtuosos, New West Guitar Group has been making their mark as a stand out acoustic/electric guitar ensemble. Their original music combines the different timbres of acoustic and electric guitars to create a signature sound. http://www.newwestguitar.com/live/
 
Carpe Diem with Willy Porter May 25, 7:30 pm Tickets: $22-$25
Carpe Diem String Quartet has become a premier American indie string quartet, emerging as a group known for unique collaborations and blurring the lines between genres. Fingerstyle guitarist and vocalist Willy Porter teams up with the quartet in this one-of-a-kind show. http://www.cdsq.org/
About Kirkland Performance Center. KPC provides cultural enrichment by offering a home for the presentation, support and promotion of the performing arts. Located in downtown Kirkland, this 402-seat theatre hosts an average of 300 music, theatre and family-oriented performances a year from acclaimed regional, national and international artists. With an annual operating budget of $1.2 million KPC serves more than 70,000 patrons and over 20,000 students each year. Since opening in 1998 over 800,000 patrons have walked through KPC’s doors. In addition to presenting performing arts, KPC conducts a variety of educational and community outreach programs at area schools. These are designed to bring visiting artists into the classrooms for in-depth workshops. KPC also grants students the opportunity to perform in a professional setting on the KPC stage.

The 2011-2012 Season is made possible in part by 4Culture, The Seattle Foundation, Washington State Arts Commission, Microsoft Corporation, Evergreen Healthcare, the Heathman Hotel, Woodmark Hotel on Lake Washington, The Norcliffe Foundation, and generous support from the City of Kirkland.
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